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SUPERVISOR’S MESSAGE
Hello everyone, I hope everyone made it ok through the winter and that you are
ready for spring and summer.  Now that spring is here, again I want to ask that
residents keep their ditches and culverts clean of leaves, branches, and trash.
The flow of water in ditches after heavy rain and vehicles speeding on Township
roads are two of the main complaints I get. Please slow down, and leave a couple
minutes earlier if you have to. Families are out walking and biking along the
roads and we want them to be safe.

We have a couple major projects happening this year. The sewer lift station on
Maywood Dr. is getting a total reconstruction utilizing $1,450,000.00 in federal
funds, requested and received through Congresswoman McLain’s office.  The
second project is the reconstruction of Atkins Rd. with the addition of a paved
shoulder on the south side of the road to give residents a place to walk or ride
their bikes, out of the lane of traffic. The added paved shoulder on Strawberry
Lane received good reviews so we are also doing it with this project as well.
There will also be some maintenance work on other various roads in the
township.

As of this writing, we have applied for funding for water main replacements for
the areas west of 24th Street to 27th Street and north of the railroad tracks to
Howard Street.  These funds were also requested through Congresswoman
McLain’s office in the amount of 3.2 million dollars. Her office recommended
funding this project, so hopefully I will be getting good news to share
in the next newsletter.

As always, it is a pleasure to serve as Supervisor of our great township. Port
Huron Township turns 200 years old in 2027.  We are looking at ideas and events
for our celebration next year. Please contact me at rlewandowski@phtwpmi.gov
or call at 810-987-6600 ext.18 with any suggestions or questions.

      Bob Lewandowski, Township Supervisor
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BURNING PERMITS
This springtime cold weather brings a delay in getting outside. Please remember
that if you want to have an open fire on your property, you must have a burning
permit from the township. Bonfires, camp fires, burning brush, etc., must be
done with a permit. Stop by the Township Offices from 8:30 am until 4:30 pm
Monday thru Friday, or beginning June 1 st , during our Summer Hours, 8:00
am-5:00 pm Monday thru Thursday. You may also obtain a burning permit on our
website, www.porthurontownship.org. The cost is $15.00 and the permit is good
until March 1st of 2027. When you obtain a burning permit, you are agreeing to
abide by the Burning Regulations that are printed on the back. Remember,
burning without a permit can result in a fine of up to $500.
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PORT HURON TOWNSHIP HERITAGE MUSEUM – NOW OPEN!
Step back in time and discover the stories that shaped our community! The Port Huron Township Heritage
Museum reopens April 15 th from 5:30–7:30 p.m. Stop by, explore local history, and don’t forget to ring the
historical schoolhouse bell!

Regular Hours:
• 1st Sunday of the month: 1:00–5:00 p.m.
• 3rd Wednesday of the month: 5:30–7:30 p.m.
• Or by appointment (810-987-6600)

Located just behind the Township Offices, the Malane Schoolhouse Museum and the historic caboose are
ready to welcome visitors of all ages!

Upcoming Event:
Open House celebrating our local history and our Fire Department: June 13th th , 12:00–4:00 p.m.

See Engine 1 ladder truck and other emergency vehicles including rescue equipment
Entertainment provided by DJ Gunns Services
St. Clair County Farm Museum - tractor displays and wagon rides
The Property Farms and McCallum`s Orchard & Cider Mill concession trailer - featuring hot dogs, pulled pork,
walking tacos, donuts, cider, chips and quesadillas (chicken or cheese).
Prize draws will take place on the hour beginning at 1:00 p.m.
St. Clair County Genealogy & History Society - family research
Tour the Grand Trunk Western Caboose
Port Huron Township’s very own 1913 Steam Engine on display
Children’s arts and crafts
Blue Water Snowie (vendor truck)

Get Involved!
Volunteers are always welcome. Meetings are held the 3rd Wednesday at 6:30 p.m. Contact the Township Offices
or email phtwpmuseum@gmail.com to learn more or use the QR codes below!
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DPW NEWS  
Well hello it is that time of year again; sunshine and outdoor activities. I hope everyone had a great winter and has an
amazing summer. We had a few things we were working on over the fall/winter starting with 7 watermain breaks, 4
hydrant replacements, 9 water service taps, and 4 sewer lateral taps. If any of these occurred in your yard we will be
out as the weather gets nicer to repair the damage. We will be doing more service line verification this summer as
well as the meter replacements. We are currently tagging houses for the water meter replacement program. If you
get tagged 3 times, that 3 rd notice will be a shut-off. So, if you could schedule after receiving the first notice, that
would be greatly appreciated.

To better serve the property owners in Port Huron Township, the DPW extends their workday hours from May
through September annually. Beginning May 4, 2026 and running through September 26, 2026, DPW hours will be
6:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday. We will accommodate Saturday appointments as well for the water
meter program.

As always please be mindful of utility contractors working on the roadside. You can contact me via email at
dduman@phtwpmi.gov with any concerns or questions. Thank you and have a great summer.

Dan Duman, DPW Superintendent
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ASSESSOR’S OFFICE NEWS  

As Kim Riedel moves towards retirement, Port Huron Township is
pleased to introduce our new full time Assessor, Angela Swoffer.
Angela is a Michigan Advanced Assessing Officer and has her Personal
Property License. She comes to us with 11 years of Assessing experience
and is looking forward to getting to know the residents of Port Huron
Township and building lasting relationships.
Welcome, Angela!

DID YOU PURCHASE YOUR HOME IN 2025? Proposal A, passed by the
voters in 1994, requires that in the year following the sale, the taxable
value of the property must be made equal to the state equalized value of
the property. This change will result in an increase in property tax
liability. Typically when you purchase a property, you pay into an escrow
account for property taxes and insurance. The property tax amount is
calculated based on the most recent property tax amounts available. If
you purchased your home in 2025, it is almost a certainty that your
property tax liability will be significantly higher in 2026. This will result in
a shortfall in your escrow account. If additional payments are not made
during 2026, your escrow company will double the shortfall, divide it by
12, and increase your mortgage payment accordingly. For example, a
$1200 shortfall in 2026 will need to be repaid to your escrow company.
The escrow company assumes that if the account was short $1200 in
2026, it would also be short that amount in 2027. Therefore, they add
the amounts together ($2400), divide it by 12, and increase your house
payment by $200 per month in 2027. There is a way to get ahead of the
shortfall and not experience the large increase in 2027. If you purchased
your home in 2025, please call Penny at 810-987-6600, ext 20 for an
estimated additional escrow payment calculation.

IN THE MONTHS
OF JULY, AUGUST
AND SEPTEMBER,
THE TOWNSHIP
BOARD MEETS

ONCE PER
MONTH. THE
SCHEDULED
DATES ARE:

JULY 20
AUGUST 17

SEPTEMBER 21
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TREASURER’S REPORT
2025 PROPERTY TAXES ARE DELINQUENT: All real property taxes are payable to the St. Clair County Treasurer.
Call before mailing for the correct payment amount. The County Treasurer’s number is 810-989-6915. Delinquent
personal property taxes are still payable at our office. Personal property tax parcel identification numbers begin with
74-28-999 or 74-28-998. The bill is subject to penalty compounded monthly, so please call for the current outstanding
balance before submitting payment. Unpaid delinquent personal property taxes subject the personal property to
seizure and sale. If you have any questions regarding any delinquent property taxes, call our office at 810-987-6600
ext 22 or 23.

SUMMER TAX BILLS 
The Summer 2026 tax bills will be mailed out on or around July 1st . Please be aware that if you purchased your home
in mid-June or later, updated owner information may not have been received before the time of printing. It is very
important that you contact our office if you do not receive a tax bill. Call 810-987-6600, ext 22 or 23

Peter Shonka, Treasurer

CODE ENFORCEMENT NEWS 
Township ordinances address many requirements that
are important to property owners and renters alike.
Please take a moment to review this list as a reminder
to all residents:

All houses must have an address posted, either on
the mailbox, the house, or both, and it must be
visible from the road.
Trash cans are to be stored behind the front of the
house, or in the garage.
Unlicensed/uninsured vehicles must be stored
inside an enclosed area or they must be removed
from the property.
RV’s, boats, scooters, side by sides, trailers, and any
type of motor operated device must be stored
either in a garage or behind the front of the house.
Brush, trash, debris, and other blight must be
removed from the property.
Grass and/or weeds are not to exceed 6” in height.

The Code Enforcement department appreciates the
efforts of residents and local businesses to ensure that
Port Huron Township is a safe and appealing
community in which to work and live.

Our Little Food Pantry structure has served this
community well, and will soon be retired. Due to the
incredible generosity of a donor who wishes to remain
anonymous, a brand new, customized pantry structure
will take its place, as soon as the weather allows for 

installation. We are so fortunate and forever grateful to the donor who both designed and built our
new structure. Please keep an eye out for this exciting change! As always, our Little Food Pantry is
successful because of the community members and neighbors who donate to keep it stocked and
available to those in need. If you would like to become more involved or have questions about this
community driven resource, please reach out to Penny Simpson at 810-987-6600, ext. 20.

   
   

   

Ou
r Little Food 
Pantry

Port Huron Township

PLANTING REMINDER
As a reminder, fire hydrants and
manholes need to be visible and
accessible to township staff and

emergency personnel. Please do not to
plant shrubs, trees, or other

vegetation that will impede their access.



 ELECTION NEWS 
June 25th – Absentee Ballots are available
July 25th (Sat.) - Early Vote Site is open every day 8:30 – 4:30 through
August 2nd (Sun.)
August 4th - Primary Elections Polls open 7:00 a.m. – 8:00 p.m.

Early voting is still relatively new. Our early voting site is at our
Township Office Building, 3800 Lapeer Road. You can stop on any of
the 9 days (listed above) between the hours of 8:30-4:30 and cast your
vote into the tabulator. Ballots are secured until 8:00 p.m. on August
4th and tabulated at that time with all of the ballots cast.

Visit Michigan.gov/vote to: 
View a sample ballot
Find out if you’re registered to vote
Find your voting location
Track your absentee ballot
And much more!

ELECTION INSPECTORS NEEDED
We are looking for individuals that have availability on election days

(Tuesday August 4th and November 3rd ) that would be willing to work
serving our community assisting in the process. Training provided. If

you are interested, please see the online application at
www.phtwpmi.gov (Election Department) or give us a call today!
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 DID YOU KNOW? 
Did you know that connection of your roof
downspouts, foundation drains (sump
pumps) or other sources of surface runoff
or groundwater to the sanitary sewer
system (directly or indirectly) are prohibited
in the Township? Water from your
downspouts and sump pump should
discharge into your yard, an appropriate
drainage structure, or storm sewer (where
permitted).

Every downspout and sump pump that is
incorrectly connected to the sanitary sewer
system causes extra water to flow into the
system. Downspouts connected to the
sewer system are open drains. Leaves and
dirt can easily get into the sewers and clog
them. The extra water flow and clogs can
cause the sewer system to back up into
basements and streets. These problems
cause sewer rates to increase, costing you
more money.

If you aren’t sure if your downspouts or
sump pump are connected to the sanitary
sewer system, contact the Township at
(810) 987-6600 x 21.

Spring is the time when many homeowners think about constructing sheds, fences, pools, or even additions to their
homes. Please be aware that a permit is typically required prior to placing or erecting any of these structures. Fences
and sheds under 200 square feet require a zoning permit. The application should include a survey or drawing of the
property showing existing structures, with the proposed new structure drawn in and setback information. This ensures
that the proposed location meets zoning ordinance requirements. Permits cost $50.00 and are typically approved
within three to five business days. Other structures such as pools over 24” deep and larger sheds, garages, or barns
over 200 ft.², as well as additions, windows, roofing or structural alterations require a building permit. The permit
application must include details of the work and a survey or drawing of the property as well. The Building Inspector
will review the application and once approved, Mike Hernandez, Building Department Assistant, will contact you.
Permits and inspections are also required for any plumbing, heating, or electrical work. The Building Department
section of our website at www.porthurontownship.org is a great resource if you are in the planning phase of your next
project or if you are ready to complete an application. All permit applications are available along with useful
requirements and regulations. If you have questions, please contact the Building Department at 810-987-6600, ext. 14
or email Mike Hernandez at mhernandez@phtwpmi.gov.

BUILDING DEPARTMENT NEWS

http://www.porthurontownship.org/
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It is that time of year when residents begin cleaning up their yards. Waste Management will begin collecting
yard waste weekly from April 6th thru November 29th on your scheduled trash collection day. Keep in mind
that yard waste must be in compostable paper bags; in 35 gallon cans (no lids) with a Yard Waste sticker facing
the street (50 lb weight limit); or marked with an “X”. Branches must be tied and bundled with string, no
longer than 4 feet in length, no larger than 4 inches in diameter, weigh less than 50 lbs and be no larger than
18 inches around. Yard waste mixed with rubbish cannot be collected.  Prohibited materials: branches over 4
feet in length and 4 inches in diameter,stumps, shrubs with root balls and dirt, large quantities of dirt, sand,
gravel,pet waste, plastic bags with yard waste, etc.

RAIN GARDENS: SMALL SPACE, BIG IMPACT ON WATER QUALITY
A rain garden is a shallow depression designed to capture and absorb rainwater runoff from roofs, driveways, streets,
and lawns. Instead of rushing into storm drains or ditches, water is temporarily held in the rain garden where it is
filtered of pollutants through natural processes and is slowly absorbed into the ground. Rain gardens are often
planted with deep-rooted native plants that help the soil act like a sponge, soak up rainwater, and provide colorful
blooms for a variety of birds, butterflies, and homeowners. Rain gardens offer more than just environmental
protection; they bring added value to communities and 
homeowners alike:

Support pollinators: Native plants attract butterflies, birds, and bees 
Enhance aesthetics: They add color and texture to yards and public spaces
Low maintenance: Once established, native plants require little watering and care 
Climate resilience: Help communities adapt to heavier rainfall and reduce local flooding. 

Three public rain gardens are hard at work protecting local water quality in Port Huron Township. Friends of the St.
Clair River actively manages these gardens to ensure they maintain their supportive values. Join Friends of the St. Clair
River this summer at a Community Rain Garden Day to learn more about how these special landscapes protect your
water quality! For dates and times, please visit scriver.org/events

FROM THE DESK OF THE FIRE CHIEF
Did you know the Fire Department does home fire safety visits? Call the station to schedule an appointment. Smoke
detector installation and inspection are included in the visit! This program is funded through the State of Michigan –
Bureau of Fire Services. The Fire Department along with the Museum will be hosting an open house on Saturday June
13 th 12:00 pm. – 4:00 pm. Please join us to tour your fire station, see all the apparatuses, and learn how the Fire
Department serves our community! As warm weather arrives, we will be back into the outdoor fire season.
Remember to use caution around open fires and keep children away. Also, a reminder to all residents that you must
have a valid burning permit for the year to be compliant with the Burning Ordinance set forth by Port Huron
Township and the State of Michigan. If you have any questions about outdoor fires or any other safety related
questions, please feel free to call the fire station, non-emergency 810-982-3543. In closing, the dedicated men and
women of the Port Huron Township Fire Department are proud to provide a tradition of excellent public safety to the
residents and guests of Port Huron Township. As I look forward to another great year, we will continue to remain
focused on the mission and core values of our agency. It is an honor to lead this dedicated group of firefighters in
such a supportive community. As always, thank you for your continued support!

Andrew J. Persig, Fire Chief

YARD WASTE
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SEPTIC SYSTEM BEST MAINTENANCE PRACTICES

Remember these helpful tips:
Think at the Sink! What goes down the drain has a big impact on your septic system. Fats, grease, and solids can
clog a system’s pipes and drainfield.
Keep It Clean! Contamination can occur when a septic system leaks due to improper maintenance. Be sure your
drinking water is safe to drink by testing it regularly. 
Protect It and Inspect It! Regular septic system maintenance can save homeowners thousands of dollars in
repairs and protect public health.
Don’t Overload the Commode! A toilet is not a trash can. Disposable diapers and wipes, feminine hygiene
products, coffee grounds, cigarette butts, and cat litter can damage a septic system.
Don’t Strain Your Drain! Use water efficiently and stagger use of water-based appliances. Too much water use at
once can overload a system that hasn’t been pumped recently.
Shield Your Field! Tree and shrub roots, cars, and livestock can damage your septic drainfield. Avoid having them
near your drainfield.
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RECREATION DEPARTMENT FUN
ANNUAL FREE FISHING CLINIC 
June 13, 2026 (rain day June 14) 11am-2pm
Join the Port Huron Township Recreation Department for our Annual Free Fishing Clinic at William P.
Thompson Pond (40th St)! This fun, hands-on event gives children the opportunity to learn the basics of fishing
in a safe and supportive environment. Participants can bait their hook (if they choose) and cast a line into the pond
during this catch-and-release experience. Kids can also have their catch measured for a chance to win a free fishing
pole—winners will be selected after the event!

Throughout the clinic, children will rotate through interactive stations where they’ll learn valuable outdoor skills such
as knot tying, fish identification, and more—all led by experienced local anglers. To keep everyone energized, hot
dogs, chips, and a drink will be provided.
Please note:

Registration is required
A parent or guardian must sign the registration form
A parent or guardian must remain on-site during the clinic

Come out for a day of learning, fun, and fishing—we look forward to seeing you there!

SUMMER REC PROGRAM 2026 
(7 Weeks of Fun!) June 22-Aug 3 2026
Keep your kids active, engaged, and having a blast this summer! Our seven-week Summer Recreation Program
is packed with games, parties, fun, field trips, crafts, learning and more—all while making new friends and
enjoying time with old ones. Open to children in kindergarten through age 14, this drop-in program runs Monday–
Friday from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Each day is filled with outdoor play, group activities, and creative fun. Just bring a
sack lunch and get ready for an unforgettable summer! Program is weather permitting. There will be two registration
dates again this year. Dates and cost will be posted soon. Please check our Facebook site for dates and rates as well as
the latest information.

SAVE THE DATE: June 19 & 20, 2026. . .NEW THIS YEAR — FOR THE FIRST TIME EVER!
We’re thrilled to announce an exciting new twist in our summer community events!

CONCERTS IN THE PARK WILL BE LIVE AT BAKERS FIELD PARK!
Join us for two unforgettable evenings of live music, community fun, and summer vibes in a brand-new setting.
Whether you’re coming for the music, the atmosphere, or time with friends and family, this is an event you
won’t want to miss! Food will be available for purchase. More details are coming soon! Be sure to follow us on social
media and check our website for updates, performer announcements, and event information. YOU DON’T WANT TO
MISS THIS!!!

SAVE THE DATE: September 19, 2026

FAMILY FALL FESTIVAL
The Fall Fest held annually in September is a family-oriented afternoon of late summer fun at the Beach Rd.
Memorial Park. In the past we have drawn crowds of up to 300 people. We offer Inflatables, carnival type
games for children, a magic show, fire truck tours, eye exams, and local business food samples. It’s a wonderful way
to spend an afternoon with your family and a nice way to meet your neighbors within Port Huron Township.
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OUTDOOR ACTIVITY
OPPORTUNITIES 
CLOSE TO HOME

Did you know. . .
The fitness park at Bakers Field has a QR code that
you can scan to see different available workouts?

William P. Thompson Pond is home to a small disc
golf course – head on over and play a round!

ONLINE/TEXT/AUTOPAY UTILITY BILL PAYMENT UPDATE:
If you pay your bill on line, by text, or have auto pay set up, please note that this system will send due date reminders
even if payment has already been made. The system cannot access your account balance and differentiate between

paid in full and outstanding account balances and sends mass due date reminders.  If you have a payment
confirmation for the quarter but receive a due date reminder, please disregard the notice.

Beginning June 1  and running through September 4 ,
the Port Huron Township Administrative Offices will be
open Monday through Thursday 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

st th

The office will be closed on Fridays.

Regular business hours will resume 
Tuesday, September 8th

SUMMER
OFFICE HOURS
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	William P. Thompson Pond is home to a small disc golf course – head on over and play a round!
	Beginning June 1st and running through September 4th, the Port Huron Township Administrative Offices will be open Monday through Thursday 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
	The office will be closed on Fridays.
	Regular business hours will resume  Tuesday, September 8th

	ONLINE/TEXT/AUTOPAY UTILITY BILL PAYMENT UPDATE:
	If you pay your bill on line, by text, or have auto pay set up, please note that this system will send due date reminders even if payment has already been made. The system cannot access your account balance and differentiate between paid in full and outstanding account balances and sends mass due date reminders.  If you have a payment confirmation for the quarter but receive a due date reminder, please disregard the notice.



